ANATOLE   FRANCE

MR. LANE'S English translation of
Anatole France has been appearing
for a good many years and there are
still volumes to come. The latest is The
Amethyst Ring, translated by Miss B. Drillien
so perfectly that I shall seldom want to look
at the French text again. The book is short.
M. Bergeret, the Latin Professor and Anti-
quary (all M. France's heroes are antiquaries)
comes in very little, and then as a sort of
chorus. The plot is a slight one and deals
with a young Jew millionaire's plot to get an
abbe made into a bishop in return for the abbe
getting him an invitation to join the aristo-
cratic Due de Brece's hunt. Involved with
this are several of the rather libidinous love-
affairs in which M. France (who, though he
cannot always be consistent in his negation of
morality, is always securely non-moral here)
delights, and a great deal of discussion of
the Dreyfus affair. The love affairs are of
the usual type, purely animal. Young, rich,
men, selfish, and frequently surly, carry on
surreptitious intrigues with married women,
whom they meet for a few hours at a time